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Abstract

The aim of this study is to know the role of the new media in forming the
Palestinian public knowledge and its trends towards women’s issues.

It is a descriptive, survey research study. The survey was conducted on
377 people as a sample that was randomly selected from different parts
of Gaza Strip, from 25 Dec 2015 to 25 Nov 2015.

The main findings of the study:

1. 16.7% of the respondents use social networks most frequently to
get knowledge about various women's issues, 66.3% indicated
using social networks less, while social networks are not
considered as the primary source for 17,0% of the respondents.

2. 46.5% of the respondents use the new media to get knowledge
about women’s problems, 29.5% of them use it to make their own
opinions and attitudes towards women’s issues, while 29.3% use it
to know about societal attitudes towards women’s issues.

3. ‘The domestic violence against women’ issue draw the
respondents’ attention by 61,2%, followed by ‘the Israeli
occupation's violence against women’ ,then ‘the denial of women's
right of inheritance’ by 44,9%, while ‘entertainment, sports and
economy issues’ tend to draw less attention to the respondents.

4. Respondents highly trust the social networks by 10.1% as a good
source of information on women's issues, while 82.2% had
moderate levels of trust, and 7.7% of them had low trust.

5. The new media has a vital role in forming the public knowledge
towards women’s social issues by 57,1%, then the political issues
by 28,8%, followed by the health and cultural issues in similar
percentages, and finally the issues of women in sport by 4%.

6. The emotional effects resulted in respondents’ dependence on the
new media to get knowledge and forming attitudes towards
women’s issues got the first rank among other effects by 81.7%,
secondly the cognitive effects , and finally the behavioral effects.
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7. The majority of the public attitudes towards women's issues is
positive. First, the necessity of modifying the personal status law
in relating to respecting the opinion of the wife before getting
divorced (92.13%). Therefore, the necessity of treating the indirect
reasons that deprive women of their rights in spite of the fact that
their rights are recognized by the law (90.10%). Some legal and
social issues got almost similar percentages whereas the issue of
women’s wages got neutral percentages. The implementation of
the law regarding woman’s right in getting divorced had 38%.

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher provides a set
of recommendations including:

1. Improving the public trust in the new media, by addressing the
problems of distrust such as the lack of accuracy and reliable
sources.

2. Increasing attention as much as possible to all women’s issues in
various fields, especially economic and sport issues as they lack
the public attention.

3. Using the new media to promote the idea of public participation in
women’s events on the ground, not just emotionally.

4. Paying more attention to the content shared on the various pages
and blogs of women's organizations, so that they become as a
reliable source of information.

5. Teaching and training women on how to use the social networks
effectively in organizing women's advocacy campaigns.
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